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Representative comments are provided below, in order of submission.  69 comments were submitted.   

Representative Comments Submitted: 
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Representative comments are provided below, in order of submission.  44 comments were submitted.   

Representative Comments Submitted: 
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Representative comments are provided below, in order of submission.  16 comments were submitted.   

Representative Comments Submitted: 

The Hispanic community helps keep Ag strong - they are the backbone to our success. Labor is a challenge. Lack of 
affordable housing could really hurt our industry going forward. It will also hurt other industries in CC. Employment 
of Police, librarians, teachers, hospital workers, etc. 

Chester County has the best non irrigated soils in the US, at least. Once lost, they cannot be replaced. While it is 
true that we can feed more people on less land, it is also true that the inputs to achieve that are increasing. The 
rate of increase has not been equal to the increase in population, so the loss of land compounds the problem. 

Public outreach in the form of an annual or bi-annual county-wide farm tour would be awesome (kind of like 
art/garden/wine trail types of things). They do such a thing in a county in Virginia in spring and fall, and it is wildly 
popular. But we need an umbrella organization for arranging and promotion activities. Chester County had LOTS of 
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very interesting farms...activities like this could be very well-attended by the public, the media, and government 
officials as a means of making local Ag seem much more real and important to everyone. I'd love to work with 
others on this! 

Prime agricultural soil should be given the respect that it deserves. Houses and shopping centers continue to be 
built on top of prime farmland. Southeastern PA is fortunate to have some of the best agricultural soils in the state. 
Our true, longer term, sustainable wealth is in our soils, if managed properly. Farm preservation in prime 
agricultural regions should be a bigger priority. Our farm is 90% direct retail sales through farmers markets and 
CSA. Our experience over the last 7 years with our customers has us believing that the general public is greatly 
unaware of the consequences of losing our farmland. They are ignorant to the realities of agriculture in general, 
but have a high desire for high quality agricultural products. However, I find that most people are open to learning, 
and do truly want farmers to succeed. Another major problem is increasing the diversity in types of farms. There 
are not enough produce farms that could be supplying major institutions (our schools, hospitals) with healthy 
foods. There is much work to be done in making viable business connections between local producers with local 
institutions. Many young people are eager to farm, but they cannot afford farmland in Chester County, which is 
another huge problem. Retiring farmers are not being replaced by younger generations, which often results in 
selling out to developers. We lease our farmland from the Brandywine Conservancy. Farmland preservation is the 
only way that it is possible for us to farm in this county. We are huge supporters of farmland preservation, and the 
opportunities it can provide for the next generation of farmers. We are one of the few vegetable farms in the 
county that leases from a land trust. The farm that we lease is in permanent protection. We feel that our current 
lease model can provide valuable insight into what is possible with farm preservation, beyond just leasing to 
corn/soy farmers. We are happy to discuss at greater length for anyone that is interested. 
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