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For a key to the ID numbers on this map see Table 3 in the Chester County Natural Heritage Inventory
Update 2015.

This map contains the Core Habitat of Biological Diversity Areas and Supporting Landscapes identified
through the County Natural Heritage Inventory Program of the Pennsylvania Natural Heritage Program.

Core Habitats are defined as "areas containing plant or animal species of concern at the state or federal
levels, exemplary natural communities, or exceptional native diversity. Core habitats delineate essential
habitat that cannot absorb significant levels of activity without substantial impact to the elements of concern.”

A Supporting Landscape is defined as "areas surrounding or contiguous to core habitats that maintain vital
ecological processes or secondary habitat for sensitive natural features that may be able to accommodate
some types of low-impact activities." In general terms, the Core Habitat is a location in which a species of
concern is most likely to occur, while the Supporting Landscape is an area in which environmental damage
could impact the Core Habitat.
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