
• Welcome – Commissioner Michelle Kichline

• Introduction – Landscapes3 Protect Goal
Carol Stauffer, Assistant Director
Chester County Planning Commission

• Local Protection of Natural Resources
Kate Clark, Community Planner
Chester County Planning Commission

• Protecting and Growing West Chester’s Urban Forest
Will Williams, Sustainability Director
West Chester Borough

• Implementing Clean and Sustainable Energy at the Local Level
− Solar Ordinances - Municipal Best Practices

Liz Compitello, DVRPC, Manager, Sustainable Energy

− Phoenixville Area Clean Energy Transition Plan
Paul Spiegel, Director of Energy & Sustainability Services, 
Practical Energy Solutions

PROTECT FORUM - AGENDA
Protect Your Resources – Promote Clean Energy

How We 
PROTECT



Chester County 
Comprehensive Plan



GOALS



HOW WE 

PROTECT
Goal: Protect and restore critical 
natural resources to ensure a 
resilient environment that 
supports healthy communities.



Protecting 
Natural Resources
Through Local Ordinances

April 19, 2022



Natural Resource Planning

• The first step to protection is understanding what resources you have!

• Natural Resource inventory often included in comprehensive plan

• Comprehensive resource protection provides multiple layers of
protection – land, water, and biotic resources are interrelated

• Generally, most effective to group together in the zoning ordinance
and subdivision and land development ordinance



• Zoning Ordinance (generally recommended)

- Offers broader protections

- Requires variance for relief/modifications

• Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance

- Applicable only under subdivision and land development

- Requirements can be waived during review process

Zoning vs Subdivision and 
Land Development Regulations



Natural Resources Inventoried

Woodlands

Floodplains

Wetlands Steep Slopes

Riparian Buffers



Natural Resource Inventory Overview

• Countywide metrics established for protection of natural resources:

- Protected: Meets all recommended standards

- Somewhat Protected: Meets some recommended standards, additional 
standards/revisions may be recommended

- Not Protected: Major additions or revisions recommended

• Recommended standards are based on CCPC/Brandywine Conservancy
model ordinance for natural resource protection



• Limit disturbance to a maximum of 50%

• Establish a definition for “woodland” that is
defined in a measurable way

• Include tree protection regulations

• Prohibit disturbing specimen trees

• Require tree replacement if more than a
specified area or number of trees are removed

• Include exceptions for forestry or timber
harvesting, as set forth in the MPC

40/73 consistent

Woodlands



• Establish specific wetlands identification and
delineation criteria.

• Prohibit the disturbance of a wetland except
with state and federal permits.

• Advise a zero-disturbance limit for wetlands
except for approved necessary activities

• Establish a 50’-75’ wide margin around all
wetlands. Within this margin, land
disturbance would be limited to no more
than 20% or prohibited.

39/73 consistent

Wetlands



• Limit disturbance to 30% of areas with
slopes of 15 to 25%

• Limit disturbance to 15% for areas with
slopes greater than 25%

• Describe the slope measuring method

• Prohibit certain activities on steep slopes

• Provide additional guidance for minimizing
the disturbance, grading, and erosion of
steep slopes

34/73 consistent

Steep Slopes



• Require a 75’-100’ buffer from both sides of the
stream bank

• Require re-vegetation of un-forested riparian
buffers

• Establish a two-tiered riparian buffer with
stricter standards applied adjacent to streams

• Refer to PA Department of Environmental
Protection’s Chapter 102 for PA Special
Protection Waters (HQ and EV)

Riparian Buffers

39/73 consistent



• Prohibit both land disturbance and the
construction of new structures and
substantial improvement of existing
structures within a floodplain (which includes
both the floodway and the flood fringe.)

• Specify that any new development in both
the floodway AND flood fringe should not
result in any increase in base flood levels.

Floodplains

55/73 consistent



How is 
Chester County

doing?
• Steep Slopes
• Woodlands
• Wetlands
• Riparian Buffers
• Floodplains



• Check out CCPC’s Environment
information page!

• Model ordinance language can be found
in the Brandywine Creek Greenway
Strategic Action Plan

• Need some help? Contact CCPC for
further information

What’s next?

https://chescoplanning.org/Environmental/Environmental.cfm
https://www.brandywine.org/sites/default/files/media/Strategic%20Action%20Plan%20Part%201.pdf


Q&A

Kate Clark, AICP
Community Planner
kclark@chesco.org
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